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nomy, are the Left Foundation, upon which wc can fafely 
proceed in the Practice of 'Phyfick'. 
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II. AnJbftraei of part of a Letter from 1% Bonomo to 
*Sig?iior Redi, containing fome Obf creations concerning 
the Worms of Humane Bodies. "By Richard Mead, 



A ving frequently obferved that the Poor Women when 

their Children are troubled with tho Itch,do with the 

point of a Pin pull out of the Scabby Skin little Bladders of 
Water, and crack them like Fleas upon their Nails $ and 
that the Scabby Slaves in the Bagno at Leghorn? do often 
pra&ice this Mutual Kindnefs upon one another 3 it came 
into my Mind to examine what thefe Bladders might, really 

be. 

I quickly found an Itchy pcrfon, and asking him where 
he felt the greateft and mod acute Itching, he pointed to a 
£reat many little PhJIhUs not yet Scabbed over, of which 
picking out one with a very fine Needle, and fqueezing 
from it a thin Water, I took out a veryfmall white Globule, 
fcarcely difcernible: Obferving this with a Microfcope, I 
found it to be a very minute Living Creature, in (hape re- 
fembling a Tortoife, of whitifh colour, a little dark upon the 
Back, with fome thin and long Hairs, of nimble motion, 
with fix Feet, a fbarp Head, with two little Horns at the 
end of the Snout 3 as is reprefented in Fig, 1 and 3* 

Not fatisfied with the firft Difco very, I repeated the 
fearch in feveral Itchy perfons, of different Age, Complexion 
and Sex, and at differing feafons of the year, and m all 
found the fame Animals. 3 and that in moft of the Watery 

Puftules, 



c 



( 1297 ) 

Puftules, for now and then in fome few, I could not fe 

any. 

And tho by rcafon of their minutenefs, and colour the 
fame with the Skin, 'tis hard todifcern thefe Creatures upon 
the Surface of the Body, neverthelefs I have fometimes feen 
them upon the Joynts of the Fingers in the little Furrows of 
the CutkuU, where with their (harp Head they fir ft begin 
to enter, and by this Gnawing and Working in with their 
Body, they caufe a moft troublefomc Itching^ till they are got 
quite under the CuthuU j and then 'tis eafy to fee how they 
make ways from place to place by their biting and eating, 
one (ingle one happening fometimes to make feveral Fujiules^ 
of which I have often found two or three together, and for 
the moft part very near to one another. 

With great earncftnefs I examined whether ot no thefe 
Animalcules laid Eggs, and after many enquiries, at laft by 
good Fortune while I was drawing the Figure of one of 
em by a Microfcopc, from the hinder part I faw drop a 
very fmall and fcarcely vifible white Egg, a! moft Tranfpa- 
rent, and oblong, like to the Seed of aPine-appIc, as is feen 
in Fig. 2 and 4. 

I oftentimes found thefe Eggs afterwards, from which no 
doubt thefe Creatures are generated, as all others arc,that is, 
from a Male and Female, tho I have not yet been able by 
any difference of Figure todiftinguifh the Sex of thefe Ani- 
mals. 

From this Diilovery it may be no difficult matter to give 
a more Rational account of the Itch, than Authors have 
hitherto delivered us. It being very probable that this 
contagious Diicafc owes its origin neither to the Melancholy 
Humour of 'Galen, nor the eorrofive acid of Sylvius, nor the 
particular Ferment olVan Hclmont, nor the Irritating Salts 
in the Serum or Lympht of the Moderns, but is no other 
than the conrinuai biting of thefe Animalcules in the Skin, 
by means of which fome portion of the Scrum ouzing out 
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thro the (hull apertures of the Cutis, little watery Blad- 
ders are rnade,within which the Infcfts continuing to Gnaw, 
the infefted are forced to fcratch, and by fcratching increafe 
the Mifchicf, and thus renew the troublefom work, breaking 
not only the little Puftules, but the Skin too, and fome lit- 
tle Blood Veflels, and (o making Scabs, Crufty Sores, and 
fuch like filthy Symptoms. 

From hence we come to underftand how the Itch proves 
to be a Diftemperfo very catching ; fince thefe Creatures 
by fimple contad can eaffly pafs from one body to another, 
their motion being wonderfully fwift, and they as well 
crawling upon the furface of the Body as under the Qui- 
cula, being very apt to (tick to every thing that touches cm, 
and a very few of them being once lodged, they multiply 
apace by the Eggs which they lay. 

Neither is ir any wonder if this infection be propagated 
by the means of Sheets, Towels, Handkerchiefs, Gloves, 
&c. ufed by Itchy perfons $ it being eafy enough for fome 
of thefe Creepers to be lodged in fuch things as thofe ; and 
indeed I haveobferved that they will live out ot the Body 
2 or 3 days. 

Nor in the laft place fliall we be at a lofs to know the 
reafon of the cure of this Malady by Lixivial Wafties, Raths,, 
and Ointments made up with Salts, Sulphurs, Vitriols, Mer. 
cury s, Simple, Precipitate or Sublimate, and fuch fort of 
eorrofive and penetrating Medicines. Thefe being infallibly 
powerful to kill the Vermin lodged in the Cavities of the 
Skin ; which fcratching will never do, partly by reafon of 
their hardnefs, and partly becaufe they are fo minute as 
fcarccly to be found by the Nails. 

Neither do inward Medicines perform any real fcrvice in 
this Cafe, it being always neceffary after a tedious ufe of 
thefe to have recourfe to thofe external ones already menti- 
oned. And if in Pra&ice we oftentimes Experience, that 
this Difeafe, when we think it is quite cured by Un&ion, 
docs, neverthelefs in a Abort time return again, this is not 
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ftrange,fmce tho the Oyntment may have killed all the Liv- 
ing Creatures, yet it may not probably have deftroyed all 
their Eggs, laid as it were in the Nefts.of the Skin, from 
which they may afterwards breed again and renew theDiftcm • 
per. And upon this account, 'tis very advifable after the 
Cure is once performed, frill to continue the Anointing for 
a day or two more $ which it is the eafier to do, becaufe 
thefe Liniments may be made agreable enough, and of a 
good fmell, as particularly is that compounded of the Oint- 
ment of Orange Flowers or Rofes, and a fmall quantity of 
red Precipitate. 



III. OhfirVatio de portione inteftini canu % f dicker abfcijfa, 
a Joanne Shipton, CbirurgU Studiofo. 

Nteftinorum vulnera, crafforum quidem ut plurirnum, fe- 
nuium vera Temper lethalia effe # ab omni retro Anfiquitate 
traditum eft. 

Acerbam de ipDivinmSenex fert fenteutiam. Aph. 1 8.. lib. 6 . 

A€9r?*r,Hito/Air, n n ^JlcivtTifiuEjufdem QtfamVib. Aph, 24. 'Ef7k°M h 

Omnem etiam eis fpem adimit Romanus Hippocrates, C. CtU 
fm, de ejufmodi vulneribus fequentia praedicens, lib. 5, cap.26. 
Servari nonpoteft cut bafis cerebri , cui cor, cm Stomach us, cut 
wcinork port£, cui in f pin a. medulla percufa eft, cuiq^ ant pulmo 
mediw, aut jejunum, aut tenuius inteftinum, aut ventricular 
aut rents vulnerati font, wive circa fauces grandes ve??<e y vet 
arteri^ pr£cifte font. Vi x aut em ad Sanitatem pcrveniunt^ qui 
bus ulla parte pulmo^ &c. aut ullum inteftinum vulmratum eft- 
Eadetn alibi lethalia pronunciat. lib. ft. 7, cap. 16* Si tenuius, 
inteftinum perforatum ejl 7 nihil profici % poJfe jom retuli Latins in- 

tcflinum 
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